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Chairpersons Report 2013-2014
1. How we got started; 
· 4 members of our group completed a course in Nenagh & Horse and Jockey in 2013 run by North Tipperary Leader called My People My Place My Heritage and we were presented with certificates at the end of the course on the 21st of November.
· The course included; Website Management, Social Media, Graveyard Project, Online Sources, Landscape Readings, Genealogy, Event Planning, Folklore & Oral Histories, Sources & Methodologies and Flora & Fauna.
2. In this course we were encouraged to get likeminded people from our parishes involved with an interest in History and Genealogy. Most people attending the course were already in a historic group so if we were to take it serious we had no option but to start our own group. Since we hadn’t a group we decided to set up our own and on the 28th May 2013 in Lismackin Community Hall we held our first Ireland xo Bournea Parish Group meeting.  

3. Bournea Parish Group We had fifteen people attend from the parish. We discussed Ireland Reaching Out and explained what it is about. We discussed the website and how it is the tool to help us reach out to the diaspora. 
· We elected officers and a committee; the elected officers were Tim Lee Chairman and Parish Admin, Michael Costigan Vice Chairman, Mary Madden Secretary, Michael Sheedy Treasurer and Liam Doran PRO. 
· We briefly discussed the posts on the message board and we decided to let the volunteers try and get some information on them and we would deal with it in more detail at the next meeting. 
· We also discussed the Cluster group who had their first meeting on Tue 4th June in Roscrea with a view to helping neighbouring Parishes get set up. 

4. I gave a talk to Clonakenny ICA  in June 2013

5. We held our first Ireland xo Bournea Parish Group event on the 2nd of July in Lismackin Hall 
· We invited Henry Healy face of Ireland Reaching Out at the time. He gave a presentation on what Ireland xo was about and how it works. 
· In his Presentation he did a slide show and video and showed the Bournea website.  
· Our members really enjoyed the presentation and it gave them a better understanding of Ireland Reaching Out. We also invited Brian Kennedy from Australia author of three books on the Kennedys
· He gave a talk on how he found his relations near Newport Co Tipperary and that if he could have contacted a group like ours it would have made it so much easier. 

6. In August we were contacted by Bournea Parish Council to help put together a booklet for the opening of Couraguneen Graveyard.  We put a nice bit of work and research into this and produced a excellent booklet for the night with copies of original letters, photographs and the history of Ben Lawlor.

7.  In October we held the Clonakenny Walk in which was a great success. Over 60 people attended. Our tour guide was Jim Kennedy. We finished at the Burnt House and then returned to the Norebrook Lounge for refreshments and a talk by Liam Doran.

8. A book written by our PRO Liam Doran “From Roscrea to New Guinea” It was launched on October the 21st 2013. 

9. And our last event was a huge success A Lecture  – By Professor Willie Smyth on the Famine in Bournea  on the 13th of May 2014


10. Other things happening in the group 
· We held one of our meetings in Lismackin School to use the projector and get access to the Internet. 
· We purchased broadband for the club to get access to the website. 
· We had Family Tree sessions; we used the website to help us with this.   
· Jim Kennedy showed us old coins and artifacts.
· We intend to Interview senior members of our parish.
· We are compiling a list of family names that have died out in the parish since 1940 approx.
· We set up a facebook page.
· We applied to the IPB community fund for the graveyard project but we were unsuccessful.
· We printed articles for the group and agreed to set up a mailing list.
· We changed our name from Bournea parish group to Bournea Reaching Out and created our own logo.
· Throughout the year we attended Ireland XO meetings in Athlone, Limerick and Portlaoise. 
· Bournea Parish Council agreed to give us Insurance cover for walks and events in the parish.  
· Ireland xo have come up with an insurance to cover the meet and greet. (Graveyards, churchyards and any other places we take the visitors that come.)
· On the Bournea website we had people looking for Haughney, Morrissey, Campbell, Bergin, Curley, Conway, Lynch, Churchill, and Maher & Costigan. 
   
11.  Upcoming events for the coming year
· Couraguneen Walk – July 2014
· Meagher/Maher Reunion - August 2014 
· Parish Booklet – Christmas 2014  
As chairman of the club I would like to thank all members for their contribution at meetings and help with events throughout the year and we look forward to another successful year ahead.
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